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Subpart A—Investigations

§637.1 General.

(a) Military Police Investigators
(MPI) and Department of the Army Ci-
vilian (DAC) detectives/investigators
fulfill a special need for an investiga-
tive element within the military police
to investigate many incidents, com-
plaints, and matters not within U.S.
Army Criminal Investigation Com-
mand (USACIDC) jurisdiction, but
which cannot be resolved immediately
through routine military police oper-
ations. Investigative personnel are as-
sets of the installation or activity com-
mander, under the supervision of the
local provost marshal. USACIDC ele-
ments will provide investigative assist-
ance in the form of professional exper-
tise, laboratory examinations, poly-
graph examinations, or any other as-
sistance requested which does not dis-
tract from the USACIDC mission of in-
vestigating serious crimes. A spirit of
cooperation and close working rela-
tionship is essential between USACIDC
and the provost marshal office in order
to accomplish the mission and project
a professional police image.

(b) Creation of a formalized inves-
tigation program does not constitute
the establishment of a dual ‘‘detective”
force. The separation of investigative
responsibilities is very distinct. The
MPI Program is neither a career pro-
gram nor a separate Military Occupa-
tional Specialty (MOS). Individuals in
the MPI Program are specially se-
lected, trained, and experienced mili-
tary or civilian men and women per-
forming traditional military police
functions. Military personnel are iden-
tified by their additional skill identi-
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fiers (ASI V5) and may be employed in
any assignment appropriate to their
grade and MOS.

(c) The provost marshal may author-
ize wearing of civilian clothing for the
MPI investigative mission.

(d) MPI and DAC detective/investi-
gator personnel must be familiar with
and meet the requirements of Army
Regulation (AR) 190-14 (Carrying of
Firearms and Use of Force for Law En-
forcement and Security Duties).

§637.2 Use of MPI and DAC Detec-
tives/Investigators.

Only those matters requiring inves-
tigative development will be referred
to the MPI for investigation. Provost
marshals will develop procedures to de-
termine which incidents will be re-
ferred to the MPI for completion and
which will be retained and completed
by uniformed MP personnel. Except as
otherwise provided, MPI and DAC de-
tectives/investigators will normally be
employed in the following investiga-
tions:

(a) Offenses for which the maximum
punishment listed in the Table of Max-
imum Punishment, Manual for Courts-
Martial, United States, 2002 is confine-
ment for 1 year or less. Provisions of
the Federal Assimilative Crimes Act
will also be considered when assigning
cases to MPI. The same punishment
criteria apply.

(b) Property-related offenses when
the value is less than $1,000 provided
the property is not of a sensitive na-
ture, such as government firearms, am-
munition, night vision devices, or con-
trolled substances.

(c) Offenses involving use and/or pos-
session of non-narcotic controlled sub-
stances when the amounts are indic-
ative of personal use only. Military po-
lice will coordinate with the local
USACIDC element in making deter-
minations of ‘“‘personal use’’. MPI and
DAC detectives/investigators may be
employed in joint MPI/USACIDC drug
suppression teams; however, the con-
duct of such operations and activities
remain the responsibility of USACIDC.
When employed under USACIDC super-
vision, MPI and DAC detectives/inves-
tigators may also be utilized to make
controlled buys of suspected controlled
substances.
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(d) Activities required for the secu-
rity and protection of persons and
property under Army control, to in-
clude support of Armed Forces Dis-
ciplinary Control Boards as prescribed
in AR 190-24. If MPI detect a crime-
conducive condition during the course
of an investigation, the appropriate
physical security activity will be
promptly notified. Crime-conducive
conditions will also be identified in
military police reports.

(e) Allegations against MP personnel,
when not within the investigative re-
sponsibilities of USACIDC.

(f) Offenses committed by juveniles,
when not within the investigative re-
sponsibilities of USACIDC.

(g) Gang or hate crime related activ-
ity, when not within the investigative
responsibilities of USACIDC.

§637.3 Installation Commander.

The installation commander, whose
responsibilities include ensuring good
order and discipline on his installation,
has authority to order the initiation of
a criminal investigation upon receipt
of information of activity of a criminal
nature occurring on the installation.

§637.4 Military  Police and the
USACIDC.
(a) The military police or the

USACIDC are authorized to investigate
allegations of criminal activity occur-
ring on the installation. Nothing in
this paragraph is intended to conflict
with or otherwise undermine the delin-
eation of investigative responsibilities
between the military police and the
USACIDC as set forth in AR 195-2.

(b) When investigative responsibility
is not clearly defined, and the matter
cannot be resolved between military
police investigations supervisors and
USACIDC duty personnel, or between
military police investigations super-
visors and unit commanders, the pro-
vost marshal will be informed and will
resolve the matter with the appro-
priate USACIDC activity commander/
Special Agent in Charge (SAC) or unit
commander.

(c) The control and processing of a
crime scene and the collection and
preservation of the evidence are the ex-
clusive responsibilities of the investi-
gator or supervisor in charge of the
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crime scene when the military police
have investigative responsibility. To
prevent the possible loss or destruction
of evidence, the investigator or super-
visor in charge of the crime scene is
authorized to exclude all personnel
from the scene. The exercise of this au-
thority in a particular case may be
subject to the requirement to preserve
human life and the requirement for
continuing necessary operations and
security. These should be determined
in conjunction with the appropriate
commander and, where applicable,
local host country law enforcement au-
thorities.

(d) Unit commanders should consult
with the installation provost marshal
concerning all serious incidents. Exam-
ples of incidents appropriate for inves-
tigation at the unit level include sim-
ple assaults not requiring hospitaliza-
tion and not involving a firearm, or
wrongful damage to property of a value
under $1,000. Other incidents should be
immediately referred to the installa-
tion provost marshal.

(e) The military police desk is the of-
ficial point of contact for initial com-
plaints and reports of offenses. The
provisions of AR 190-45 are to be fol-
lowed for all military police records,
reports, and reporting.

(1) When incidents are reported di-
rectly to a USACIDC field element,
USACIDC may either direct the report-
ing person to the MP desk or report the
incident to the MP desk themselves.

(2) Upon receipt of the complaint or
report of offense, the MP desk will dis-
patch an available patrol to the scene
of the incident. The patrol will take
appropriate measures to include locat-
ing the complainant, witnesses, sus-
pects, and victims, apprehending of-
fenders, securing the crime scene, ren-
dering emergency assistance, deter-
mining and reporting to the MP desk,
by the most expeditious means pos-
sible, the appropriate activity having
investigative responsibility.

(f) In those cases in which the
USACIDC has an ongoing investigation
(typically fraud and narcotics mat-
ters), they may delay notification to
the military police to avoid compro-
mising their investigation.

(g) Procedures will be developed to
ensure mutual cooperation and support
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